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Chronogram for the 
Construction of Charminar:

The phrase "ا حافظᘍ" (Yā Ḥāfiẓ), 
translating to "O Protector!", 

serves as a chronogram for the 
construction of Hyderabad's 

Charminar. The combined Abjad 
values total 1000 AH, equivalent 

to 1591 CE, marking the 
monument's completion year.

The Abjadi order is commonly 
vocalized as follows:

ʾabjad hawwaz ḥuṭṭī kalaman 
saʿfaṣ qarashat thakhadh 

ḍaẓagh.

The Abjadī order (جديᗷب الأᛳت ᡨᣂ  (ال
is the original alphabetical order 

of Arabic letters, used 
historically in Semitic scripts (like 

Phoenician, Hebrew, and early 
Arabic). It's still used today in 

things like numbering lists and 
Abjad numerals, where each 

letter corresponds to a number.
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Note:  Not all Arabic letters have direct equivalents in English or Greek, but this table 
attempts to align similar sounds or positions where applicable.
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Sr. Greek English Hijā’ī Urdu

1 Α (Alpha) A أ 1 (Alif) أ (Alif) ا

2 Β (Beta) B ب 2 (Bāʾ) ب (Be) ب

3 Γ (Gamma) C ج 3 (Tāʾ) ت (Te) ت

4 Δ (Delta) D د 4 (Thāʾ) ث *(Ṭe) ٹ

5 Ε (Epsilon) E ه 5 (Jīm) ج (Jeem) ج

6 Ζ (Zeta) F و 6 (Ḥāʾ) ح (Ḥe) ح

7 Η (Eta) G ز 7 (Khāʾ) خ (Khe) خ

8 Θ (Theta) H ح 8 (Dāl) د (Dal) د

9 Ι (Iota) I ط 9 (Dhāl) ذ (Zal) ذ

10 Κ (Kappa) J ي 10 (Rāʾ) ر (Re) ر

11 Λ (Lambda) K ك 20 (Zāy) ز (Zē) ز

12 Μ (Mu) L ل 30 (Sīn) س (Seen) س

13 Ν (Nu) M م 40 (Shīn) ش (Sheen) ش

14 Ξ (Xi) N ن 50 (Ṣād) ص (Ṣād) ص

15 Ο (Omicron) O س 60 (Ḍād) ض (Ḍād) ض

16 Π (Pi) P ع 70 (Ṭāʾ) ط (Ṭā) ط

17 Ρ (Rho) Q ف 80 (Ẓāʾ) ظ (Ẓā) ظ

18 Σ (Sigma) R ص 90 (ʿAyn) ع (Ayn) ع

19 Τ (Tau) S ق 100 (Ghayn) غ (Ghain) غ

20 Υ (Upsilon) T ر 200 (Fāʾ) ف (Fe) ف

21 Φ (Phi) U ش 300 (Qāf) ق (Qāf) ق

22 Χ (Chi) V ت 400 (Kāf) ك (Ke) ک

23 Ψ (Psi) W ث 500 (Lām) ل (Lām) ل

24 Ω (Omega) X خ 600 (Mīm) م (Meem) م

25 Y ذ 700 (Nūn) ن (Noon) ن

26 Z ض 800 (Hāʾ) ه (He) ه

27 ظ 900 (Wāw) و (Wāo) و

28 غ 1000 (Yāʾ) ي (Choti Yā) ی

Arabic
Abjadī

ء (Hamzah), آ (Alif Maddah), ڑ (Ṛe)*, ڈ (Ḍāl)*, ں (Noon Ghunnah), گ (Gāf)*, پ 
*(Zhe) ژ ,*(Che) چ ,*(Pe)

**Extra letters in Urdu - Urdu has up to 37–39 letters, depending on how you count


